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Work begins on approved levy projects 
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I N S I D E

Stewart Elementary full-day kindergartner Ava Siphayngam writes a 
story in her journal. All elementary schools districtwide will offer a 
full-day kindergarten program beginning in fall 2014.  

Emerald Ridge senior 
is 2014 Daffodil Queen

Spinning Elementary fi fth-grade teacher Jill Barrett teaches about 
fractions using an interactive white board supported by a mounted 
overhead projector. Schools without the technology will have it 
installed as part of the voter-approved school levy.

Full-day kindergarten expands to all elementary schools

continued on page  4

Emerald Ridge High senior Marissa 
Modestowicz presided over this month’s 
Grand Floral Parade in one of her fi rst 
major community appearances since be-
ing crowned the 2014 Daffodil Festival 
Queen.

Read about her plans for the year ahead 
as the 2014 queen, and see photos taken 
during the annual Daffodil Festival pa-
rade, in the June issue of Connections.

photo courtesy of the Daffodil Festival

Work is under way to update classroom 
technology and improve aging school 
buildings following the successful passage 
of two school district levies in the Febru-
ary Special Election.

Both levies — a four-year Educational 
Programs and Operations Replacement 
Levy and a six-year School Facility 
Improvements and Technology Upgrades 
Levy — passed by a comfortable margin 
on February 11, 2014.

The replacement levy received nearly 67 
percent “yes” votes and secures fund-
ing for 24 percent of the district’s daily 
operations. The facility and technology 
upgrades levy surpassed 63 percent of 
voter support.

State law only requires a simple majority 
(50 percent plus one) “yes” votes to pass a 
levy measure.

Proposition 2, the six-year School Facility 
Improvements and Technology Upgrades 
Levy, will pay for a variety of technology 
and facility improvements.

Technology improvements 

About $6 million of the $46 million 
six-year School Facility Improvements 
and Technology Upgrades Levy will pay 
for projects designed to keep technology 
current in support of teaching and student 
learning.

The upgrades include replacing or upgrad-
ing aging student computers, installing 
interactive white boards and mounted 
projectors where none exist, increasing 
wireless capacity, and modernizing the 
district’s computer network.

One of the fi rst priorities is to replace ag-
ing student computers — especially those 

that are between eight and nine years old, 
said Randy Averill, executive director of 
technology services.

The nearly decade-old computers were 
purchased with funds in the 2004 school 
bond, which was the last bond approved 

All kindergarten programs in the Puyallup 
School District will be a full day of school 
beginning this fall.

The school board unanimously agreed 
last month to implement free, full-day 
kindergarten in each of the district’s 21 
elementary schools. 

The full-day program is already offered 
this year at Firgrove, Spinning, and Stew-
art elementary schools, and it will replace 
half-day programs that exist at the other 
18 schools.

“The full-day kindergarten program will 
offer enriched, expanded learning op-
portunities for all students and prepare 
students for better success in later grades,” 
said Chrys Sweeting, assistant superinten-
dent of instruction, learning, curriculum, 
and assessment.

The state of Washington, which is moving 
toward offering full-day kindergarten at 
every school statewide by 2018, funds full-

day kindergarten this year at select schools 
that have high percentages of students who 
qualify for free and reduced-price meals.

Firgrove, Spinning, and Stewart elemen-
tary schools qualifi ed for that full-day 
kindergarten state funding this year and 
have nearly 200 students enrolled among 
the three schools combined.

Funding for the remaining 18 elementary 
school full-day kindergarten programs 
will come from a combination of state 
Learning Assistance Program (LAP) funds 
and money approved by voters in the Feb-
ruary 11, 2014 school levy election.

Proposition 2 — the six-year School 
Facility Improvements and Technology 
Upgrades Levy — includes funding to 
modify elementary school buildings to 
support full-day kindergarten classes.

“Having the available funding for full-day 



Investing in our ‘outstanding young citizens’

More than a month has fl own by since 
the Puyallup School District’s two levy 
measures passed, but the sense of gratitude 
toward voters is as fresh now as it was the 
day after the election.
 
We are all well-versed in the vitally im-
portant programs, services, and improve-
ments that the levy funding enables for our 
students and community. Perhaps not as 
well-known is how the support of voters 
is helping to mold, year in and year out, 
an amazing number of outstanding young 
citizens in our schools. Let me give you a 
few examples.

In February, I attended Cascade Regional 

Blood Services’ annual Donor Apprecia-
tion awards banquet in Tacoma. There I 
watched with pride as Rogers High School 
received the organization’s High School 
Blood Drive of the Year award. For the 
fi fth time in the last eight years, Rogers 
had the top-producing blood drive among 
all high schools whose students help 
organize and promote drives. These events 
truly help save lives in Pierce County 
and in south King County — the areas 
where Cascade supplies donors’ blood to 
hospitals.

Jumping ahead a month, March Gladness 
has been making local miracles again this 
year with the help of thousands of our 
students. The annual community service 
campaign organized by Communities In 
Schools of Puyallup gives them real-world 
experience at problem-solving and team-
work for the benefi t of charities. Last year 
alone, 14,230 students spent a combined 
4,168 hours helping raise $58,652 and col-
lecting 3,500-plus food items, to name a 
few of the impressive results. This year, at 
least 70 projects were registered between 
January and March. Read more about how 

students have been serving their commu-
nity at www.marchgladness.org. 

And fi nally, sometimes the examples of 
students waving their citizenship fl ag high 
boil down to individuals who demonstrate 
personal responsibility and commitment 
in their daily lives. People like Sami Lynn, 
for instance. Lynn, the news editor of 
Puyallup High School’s student news-
paper, The Viking Vanguard, shared in a 
recent edition her experience of balancing 
the dual challenges of school and having 
a job. “If you can focus and set your mind 
to getting your homework done, you can 
get it done,” she wrote. “Ultimately, hav-
ing a job is a wonderful opportunity and 
has many more positives than negatives. 
If you can learn to navigate your way 
and work through assignments and the 
complications of scheduling, you will be 
prepared for the extremely crazed life of 
being an adult.”

I’d say that students like Lynn, and count-
less others, are making our community 
and world far less crazed and far better 
places.

Arts Education Month features student work
Puyallup School District students will 
share their artistic talents at a variety of 
events in May during Arts Education 
Month in Washington state.

On May 13, the community is invited to 
a free concert featuring the University 
of Michigan Men’s Glee. The group 
will perform with high school men’s 
choirs from Puyallup and fi ve other area 
schools. The concert begins at 7 p.m. at 
Puyallup High School.

On May 28, students with work selected 
for the annual Dan Vesey-Deb Munson 
Art Show will be recognized at an artist 
reception. The community is invited to 
view the artwork from 4 to 6 p.m., with 
an awards ceremony immediately follow-
ing, at Pioneer Park Pavilion in Puyallup. 

Visit the district website for a complete 
listing of all upcoming arts events.

A community member eyes student artwork featured in last year’s 
Dan Vesey-Deb Munson Art Show. The community is invited to a 
reception featuring this year’s student artists at 6 p.m. on May 28 
at Pioneer Park Pavilion in Puyallup.

Superintendent’s Message

Board Member’s Message

Tim Yeomans
Superintendent
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Thank you for supporting Puyallup schools 

Pat Jenkins
Director
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District Mission

The Puyallup School District, in 
par tnership  wi th  our  d iverse 
communities, educates and inspires 
students to reach their full potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Brian Fox, executive director 
of communications, information, 
and arts education, P.O. Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or email foxbd@puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Responses, as appropriate, 
will be provided directly to those who 
contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Brian Fox

Editor and Writer: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Puyallup School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, 
mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability 
in its programs and activities, and 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth groups. 
Questions and complaints of alleged 
discrimination may be directed to 
Amie Brandmire, executive director of 
human resources, employee relations, 
and school support (253) 841-8764; 
chief equity and achievement offi cer 
(253) 840-8966; Title IX coordinator 
(253) 841-8785; or Section 504 
coordinator (253) 841-8700.

In February our community positively 
supported both of the Puyallup School 
District’s Special Election levy ballot mea-
sures. We extend our deepest thanks for 
making it possible for the school district to 
move forward in several important areas.

Full-day kindergarten for each child 
in Puyallup, without additional cost to 
families, is a foundational step which will 
help provide each child the opportunity to 
learn and grow with the most support pos-
sible in the fi rst year of formal education. 
Investing in the education of our children 
at an early age has been shown to be the 
single best strategy for ensuring student 
success throughout the K-12 educational 
journey and into post-high school educa-
tion. This signifi cant step forward would 
not have been possible without the under-
standing and support of our community 
(see article on full-day kindergarten on 
page 1).

The opportunity to begin the process of 
working with our community to investi-
gate additional highly rigorous academic 
options for our students is another step 
forward. The Puyallup School District has 
a long tradition of providing students with 

challenging course work and preparation 
for post-secondary opportunities. It is 
the district’s intention, working with the 
school board, to expand choices for stu-
dents and their parents as they plan their 
K-12 academic experience (see related 
article on page 8).
 
The passage of the Educational Programs 
and Operations Replacement Levy will 
provide funding for nearly one-quarter 
of the school district’s operational costs 
for the next four years. It supports the 
continuation of high-quality teaching and 
learning, including maintaining our arts, 
athletics, and other cocurricular programs. 
With the passage of the six-year School 
Facility Improvements and Technology 

Upgrades Levy, instructional technology 
will be signifi cantly upgraded on a more 
regular basis and become more available 
to all students across the district. Commu-
nity support of this levy will also provide 
funding for much-needed maintenance, 
including the repair of roofs and windows 
and the ability to make our buildings more 
energy-effi cient and safer places to learn.

Having such positive community support 
for our schools is refl ected daily by our 
students in their academic achievement, 
high graduation rates, outstanding arts and 
athletic performances, and the thousands 
of volunteer hours that they give back to 
the greater Puyallup community. 

The mutually benefi cial partnership 
between the community and our public 
schools is one of the main reasons that 
Puyallup is the fastest growing area of 
Pierce County and will continue to be for 
many years into the future. Simply stated, 
great communities have great public 
schools. Our goal is to continue to be a 
positive and supportive partner with our 
community as we move forward together.

Thank You!

“Nice matters.”

Just ask the students at Shaw Road El-
ementary, which has adopted the theme 
this year as part of a schoolwide kindness 
campaign.

Students are acknowledged at schoolwide 
assemblies for their kind acts and are 
surrounded by inspirational quotes about 
being nice to others on their school walls 
and bulletin boards.

Principal Judy Piger and the staff also 
regularly promote the theme by wearing 
T-shirts with the message “Because Nice 
Matters” printed on the back.

The school Diversity Team took the theme 
one step further by organizing a school 
outreach program that pairs students 
with the elderly in a yearlong community 
service project.

“This was a way to give back to the com-
munity and make students aware how they 
can spread kindness to other people,” said 
second-grade teacher and school Diversity 
Committee member Mary Baker.

Every month since November, several stu-
dents representing each of the classes in a 
particular grade level spend an hour after 
school visiting with residents at the Puyal-
lup Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. 

The student “ambassadors,” selected by 
their teachers for being positive role mod-
els, also present the residents with student 
artwork created by themselves and their 
classmates.

In early February, students passed out 

artwork that featured different styles and 
colors of hearts, including some in the 
shape of ladybugs and caterpillars, in 
advance of Valentine’s Day. 

Sixth grader Ally Kindig said she decided 
to participate after her teacher told her 
class, “It would make them (the residents) 
really happy.”

Ally and her classmates chatted and 
shared art with residents waiting for their 
dinner in the main dining room before 
being escorted by the center staff to meet 
with some of the residents in their rooms.

As they moved from room to room, residents 
asked the sixth graders questions ranging 
from what they liked best about school to 
how long it took to complete the art project.

“For many of these students, it’s their fi rst 
time going into a nursing home environ-
ment,” Baker said. “We talk to them 
before the visit about how to introduce 
themselves, how to shake hands and make 
eye contact, and what kinds of disabilities 
they might see. They are great kids, and 
very accepting.” 

Students are accompanied on the monthly 

visits by their parents, who transport their 
children to the activity, as well as several 
teachers, the principal, and members of 
the center staff.

“This is so meaningful for the resi-
dents,” said Rochelle Rogers, activi-
ties assistant at Puyallup Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center. “It really warms 
their hearts.”

Resident Doris Klein paused to carefully 
eye the artwork and then said, “Well 
children, thank you. They really had you 
go into detail, didn’t they? I congratulate 
your teachers for what they have taught 
you.”

Resident Robert Bartlett added, “You guys 
study hard. It’s very, very important to 
get a good education. And please, go to 
college!”

The monthly community service project 
is often tied to school lesson plans or 
activities such as a family heritage unit in 
fi rst grade or the schoolwide Grandparents 
Day celebration in January, Baker said.

The visits are also registered as one of 
the school’s March Gladness community 
service projects. March Gladness is an 
annual districtwide effort that encourages 
students in all 32 schools to serve their 
community.

As the Shaw Road Elementary students 
wrapped up their visit and headed for the 
front door, several residents waved good-
bye from their beds and the hallway, many 
of them still clutching the student artwork 
that they would eventually hang on their 
bedroom walls.

Shaw Road Elementary students share artwork from their 
school with Doris Klein, a resident at the Puyallup Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center.
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Shaw Road students visit with elderly in outreach project

Classifi ed School Employees of the Year exemplify dedication

continued on page 5

Emerald Ridge High bookkeeper Kim 
Gustainis, Stahl Junior High paraeduca-
tor Chantelle Guzman, and Northwood 
Elementary facility operations manager 
Vicki Needham are this year’s Classifi ed 
School Employees of the Year. 

The annual awards program recognizes 
the work of school and district non-
teaching staff members “who consistently 
demonstrate outstanding work perfor-
mance, professional leadership, and col-
laboration.”  

All three were honored by the school 
board in March during Classifi ed School 
Employee Week.

Kim Gustainis
Emerald Ridge High

She is described as a top-notch book-
keeper, a coach who readily helps train 
students and staff about school fi nance 
laws, and a patient and caring person who 
makes those she works with feel valued 
and respected.

In her role as a high school bookkeeper, 
Kim Gustainis handles all money related 
to school athletics and activities. 
 
Principal Karey Howell described Gustai-
nis as an integral part of the staff who is 
responsible for hundreds of thousands of 
dollars every year.
 
“When she is looking at the overall As-
sociated Student Body budget that our 
school deals with, she knows accounts, 
where money should be, and what it will 
take to keep our building running with 
fi scal soundness,” Howell said. “I am con-
tinually impressed at how well-spoken she 
is in the language of money and school 
laws in regard to fi nances.”

Howell also praised Gustainis for under-

standing that money is a sensitive issue 
for some families. 

“Kim treats each person with respect, 
confi dentiality, and dignity while they try 
and sort through their fi nancial issues,” 
she said.

Gustainis’s duties include handling pur-
chase orders for athletic uniforms, club 
dues, travel expenses, and fundraisers; 
selling tickets to school dances, plays, 
musicals, and other events; collecting 
textbook and library book fi nes; and help-
ing students with yearbook, Associated 
Student Body (ASB) card, and Advanced 
Placement test fees. 

She also works closely with state auditors 
during school visits, receives and secures 
money daily from the campus Student 
Store, and updates Emerald Ridge High 
staff on changes to school fi nance laws. 

Gustainis has an associate’s degree in 
business and has attended several state-
wide school fi nance workshops since 
being hired as the school’s bookkeeper.

“She has an extremely tough position that 
demands focus and responsibility,” said 
counselor Katie Hager. “She is busy from 
the time she opens in fall until the time 
she closes her window in June.”

Last year alone, the school took in more 
than $692,000 in ASB revenue.

“There is a ton of paperwork,” Gustainis 
said as she pointed to a fi le cabinet full of 
folders and a shelf lined with binders con-
taining fi nancial data. “I guess you could 

say that being organized is key.”

This is her fi fth year as the high school 
bookkeeper. Before that, she worked four 
years in the Student Records department 
and one year as a substitute secretary.

Gustainis, whose two children graduated 
from the Puyallup School District, said 
she will miss working with students and 
staff when she leaves her job this month 
to join her husband, who was transferred 
through his work last year to Vancouver, 
Wash.

A strong supporter of the arts, Gustainis 
hasn’t missed attending a school musical 
since she began at Emerald Ridge High 
and attends most school plays as well. 
Framed posters from each of the school 
musicals hang on her offi ce wall.

Some of her biggest fans are students.

“Mrs. Gustainis is such a hard worker,” 
said ASB President Marissa Modestowicz. 
“People don’t realize how big and signifi -
cant her job is. She stays on top of all of 
the fi nances that go into Emerald Ridge.”

Modestowicz said she routinely asks Gus-
tainis for help in fi elding questions about 
school club budgets and purchase orders.

“She explains everything and makes it so 
simple, even if it may be a long, complex 
process,” she said.

ASB Treasurer Madison Colley added, 
“She always has a smile on her face and 
brightens anyone’s day that comes into 

Emerald Ridge High bookkeeper Kim Gustainis chats with junior 
Madeline Michelsen. Gustainis has been selected as this year’s 
Classifi ed School Employee of the Year from among all employees 
at the high school level.

“I am continually impressed at 
how well-spoken she is in the 
language of money and school 
laws in regard to fi nances.”

Karey Howell
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Work begins on 
approved levy projects

by voters. As a general rule, a computer 
is considered up to state standards if it is 
no more than four years old, Averill said. 
“After that, it is really falling behind in 
the technology realm,” he said.

Another priority in the next several years 
will be to install interactive white boards 
and mounted projectors in every class-
room districtwide that does not currently 
have the technology, Averill said. About 
$2.5 million of the levy money is targeted 
for those improvements.

Less than half (37 percent) of the nearly 
1,200 classrooms in the Puyallup School 
District are equipped with interactive 
white boards and projectors, he said. The 
technology is regularly used to support 
teaching and learning.

Improving wireless capacity and upgrad-
ing other aspects of the technology infra-
structure is also a high priority on the list 
of approved levy projects, he said. 

The faster wireless technology will reduce 
the time it takes for students and teach-
ers, especially at the junior high and high 
schools, to log on to computers and access 
learning materials.

Plans are to replace computer network 
wiring at Pope Elementary this summer, 
at Fruitland and Wildwood elementary 
schools in 2015, and at Ridgecrest 
Elementary the following year. 

“The network wiring is so old that it is 
crumbling in some schools,” Averill said. 
“We are excited to make these improve-
ments for the district.” 

Facility improvements

About $40 million of the $46 million 
Facility improvements and Technology 
Upgrades Levy approved by voters will 
be used over the next six years on projects 
including:

• Fixing or replacing aging and 
deteriorating roofs and structures.

• Making energy-effi cient improvements 
to heating, cooling, plumbing, lighting, 
and electrical systems.

• Making earthquake safety building 
improvements.

• Modifying elementary school 
buildings to support full-day 
kindergarten classes.

• Upgrading fi re alarm, sprinkler, 
intrusion alarm, and emergency 
systems.

• Upgrading school play areas to meet 
safety standards.

The following are some examples of 
facility improvement projects that will be 
completed over the next several years:

2014 projects

Newly purchased portable classroom 
buildings will arrive at schools this spring 
and summer to make room for the expan-
sion of full-day kindergarten to all 21 
elementary schools.

Classroom space within existing schools 
will be modifi ed to serve kindergartners, 
while the portable classrooms will be 
used to serve students in older grades or 
specialty programs, said Gary Frentress, 

director of capital projects.

Levy money will also be used to enhance 
school safety and security, including the 
addition of security cameras and keyless 
door entries in some locations.

Keyless entries allow employees to swipe 
a card programmed to enter a build-
ing from any door. Keyless entries are 
also more effi cient in school lockdowns, 
Frentress said, as all doors can be locked 
simultaneously.

Basic security camera systems will be 
added this year at all elementary schools 
that don’t currently have the technology, 
Frentress said, while more comprehensive 
systems will be added at some junior high 
and high schools to make them compa-
rable with other campuses districtwide.

Over the course of the six-year levy, 
money will also be used to purchase 
motion detectors for some schools to 
monitor high-traffi c areas on campuses, 
Frentress said.

2015 projects

Plans are to replace both the Brouillet 
and Ridgecrest elementary roofs in sum-

mer 2015, Frentress said. Planning will 
begin this fall, he added, for both roofi ng 
projects.

Caring for a school roof is much like car-
ing for the roof on a home. Over the years, 
wind, rain, and other factors can result 
in leaks or other maintenance issues that 
need to be repaired.

“Eventually, there are so many patches on 
a roof that it looks like a quilt,” said Rudy 
Fyles, chief operations offi cer. “At some 
point, the roof fi nally outlives its normal 
life span and needs to be replaced.”

Brouillet Elementary, located in the 
Gem Heights development on South 
Hill, opened in 1990. Ridgecrest El-
ementary opened nine years before that 
near Shaw Road and Military Road on 
South Hill.

Other plans in 2015 
include improving 
the lighting in the 
Ferrucci Junior High 
Commons, as well 
as completing two 
seismic projects: 
structural improve-
ments to the Puyallup 
High gymnasium and 
Wildwood Elemen-
tary covered play shed.

2016 projects and beyond

The district has a lengthy list of projects 
planned during 2016, including:

 • Upgrading fi re alarms.
 • Painting, sealing, and caulking various 

building exteriors.
 • Reroofi ng 20 portable classrooms, the 

district’s central kitchen, and Shaw 
Road Elementary.

 • Making traffi c improvements at 
Emerald Ridge High School.

Other future projects include making 
energy-effi cient improvements to heating, 
cooling, and plumbing systems; hooking 
up to public sewer systems at Brouillet 
and Ridgecrest elementary schools, as 
well as at Stahl and Edgemont junior high 
schools; and making paving and fi eld ir-
rigation improvements.

kindergarten allows us to accelerate the 
state’s timeline and offer the program 
this fall,” Sweeting said. “Research 
reveals that children participating in 
developmentally appropriate, full-day 
kindergarten make greater gains both 
socially and academically.”

Director of Instructional Leadership Lisa 
Nolan added, “The full-day program can 
be a game changer for so many of our 
students. It gives twice as much time for 
students to be engaged in learning and 
developing social skills and for the dis-
trict to create even stronger partnerships 
with our families.”

Firgrove Elementary Principal Kristen 
Schroeder sees fi rsthand the learn-
ing growth among this year’s full-day 
kindergartners compared to those in the 
half-day program last year.

The school’s assessment data substanti-
ates that growth, with more kindergart-
ners meeting learning goals between fall 
and winter this year compared to the 
same time in 2012-13.

Schroeder added, “They are further along 
in both the reading and the math curricu-

Planning will begin this fall to replace aging roofs at Brouillet (shown 
above) and Ridgecrest elementary schools in summer 2015. 

Full-day kindergarten 
expands this fall to all 
elementary schools
continued from page 1

Benefi ts of full-day kindergarten 

lum, and currently more than 90 percent 
of the students know all of their letter 
names and sounds and can write numbers 
to 100.”

Historically, the Puyallup School District 
offered full-day kindergarten twice before, 
but for a fee. The district offered the pro-
gram at seven elementary schools in the 
2003-04 school year and at nine schools in 
the 2008-09 school year.

“This is a great time to get it back in all of 
our schools,” said Puyallup School Board 
Vice President Pat Donovan.  

Kindergarten registration is under way for 
the 2014-15 school year. Registration infor-
mation is available in elementary schools 

and on the school district website.

Parents or guardians who have questions 
about the full-day kindergarten program 
may contact their elementary school 
principal or the Puyallup School District 
administration offi ce at (253) 841-1301.

Stewart Elementary full-day 
kindergartner Gabrielle Coleman 
practices writing her letters.

Research shows numerous benefi ts to a full-day kindergarten program, said Lisa 
Nolan, director of instructional leadership in the Puyallup School District. Those 
benefi ts include the following: 

• Children who attend full-day kindergarten learn more in reading and math over 
the kindergarten year than those in half-day programs.

• Children in full-day kindergarten programs receive 40-50 percent more  
instruction than children enrolled in half-day kindergarten programs. More 
instructional time in full-day kindergarten allows for increased learning activities 
and strategies such as group read-aloud, peer tutoring, mixed-ability grouping, 
and child-initiated activities.

• Children who attend full-day kindergarten spend 30 percent more time on 
reading and literacy instruction and 46 percent more time on mathematics than 
children in half-day programs.

• Full-day kindergartners exhibit more independent learning, classroom 
involvement, productivity in work with peers, and refl ectiveness than half-day 
kindergartners.

• Full-day kindergarten allows for a more consistent schedule for children and 
reduces the ratio of transition time to class time, reducing stress for children.

• Parents of children in full-day kindergarten report higher levels of satisfaction 
with their children’s schedule and curriculum and the program’s support for 
working families.

Source: Lisa Nolan, director of instructional leadership in the Puyallup School District, pro-
vided the above information from a collection of educational journal articles, brochures, and 
other research. Specifi c sources are listed on the school district website.

Rudy Fyles
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District honors three 
Classifi ed School 
Employees of the Year
continued from page 3

contact with her. Mrs. Gustainis is simply 
one of the best.”

Chantelle Guzman
Stahl Junior High 

Every once in a while, someone comes 
along who “pushes you to do better on 
behalf of the students you serve,” said 
Jackie Bridges, counselor at Stahl Junior 
High. “For me, Chantelle is that person.”

Chantelle Guzman joined Stahl Junior 
High School in 2009 as a paraeduca-
tor, commonly referred to as a teaching 
assistant. She spends six hours each day 
helping students identifi ed as English 
Language Learners (ELL).

Guzman works with students in class, as 
well as in small groups in her offi ce.

“She will sit quietly next to the most 
struggling student and quietly answer his 
or her questions,” said teacher Katharine 
Saalborn. “In a class of 30-plus students, 
I know that many of these students would 
feel like they were drowning if it were 

not for the extra instruction from Ms. 
Guzman.”

Guzman helps ELL students create dia-
grams to help them understand concepts, 
builds their understanding of English 
word defi nitions, teaches them how to use 
a computer keyboard, and guides them 
to reading material that will help them 
understand social studies assignments.

“She makes learning fun and puts passion 
into her charges,” said Stahl Junior High 
teacher Brian Gibson. “The kids she 
works with delight in her.”

Her ELL students come from diverse 
backgrounds and speak languages includ-
ing Spanish, Somali, Hawaiian, Russian, 
Chinese, Samoan, and Korean.

In recent years, Guzman worked with a 
boy who came to Stahl Junior High from 
a village in India. He had never used a 
computer keyboard and needed to be 
taught basic skills such as how to press a 
Shift key to make a capital letter, as well 
as English punctuation in general.

“That can be very overwhelming for a 
new student,” Guzman said. “By the end 

of the year we saw a lot of growth in his 
skills, and he was able to move on to high 
school. So many ELL students are eager 
for an education.”

For those who speak little English, Guz-
man uses many visuals, including pictures 
and fl ash cards, to help them understand a 
particular lesson or concept. She also keeps 
a box of high-level elementary books in 
her offi ce to help students who are not fl u-
ent in the English language.

Eighth grader Elsy Olivares said she was 
thrilled to hear Guzman was selected for 
the Classifi ed Employee of the Year honor.

“She is very helpful to me,” Olivares said. 
“She helps me understand the subjects, and 
I am stronger in the language.”

Guzman came to Stahl Junior High with 
extensive school teaching experience, hav-
ing worked six years as an ELL paraeduca-
tor at Puyallup High School.

Before that, she worked fi ve years at the 
elementary level helping students who 
struggled academically, and another fi ve-

tion for the student and the student’s 
culture.”

Vicki Needham
Northwood Elementary

Vicki Needham’s formal title is facilities 
operations manager, but to the staff and 
students she works with, she is affection-
ately known as “Queen of the Northwood 
Knights.”

Needham has spent 28 years making sure 
that Northwood Elementary classrooms 
and grounds are clean and ready for 
instruction.

She came to the district in 1974, became 
chief custodian at Northwood Elementary 
in 1977, left in 1981 to start raising her 
children, and returned to the district two 
years later — fi rst as a substitute custodian 
at Edgemont Junior High and then as a 
permanent custodian at Hilltop Elementary.

Needham returned to Northwood Elemen-
tary as chief custodian in 1989 and has 
been working there ever since.

“Her 37 years of service to the district 
and 28 years at Northwood are worthy of 
recognition on their own,” said Director of 
Operations Terry 
Cavender. “But 
Vicki is one of 
the fi nest custodi-
ans in the district. 
Her school is 
her castle, and 
the ‘Queen of 
the Northwood 
Knights’ treats it as such.”

Cavender describes Needham as “much 
more than a quality custodian.” 

As the school’s art representative for 
the district, she also helps teachers post 
student artwork on the walls and gathers it 
for submission to local art shows.

Needham creates scenic backdrops for 
school musicals, performances, and as-
semblies, as well as for the walls that 
surround the school library.

“I love all of the artwork she does,” said 
sixth grader Colby Madsen, who has 
attended Northwood Elementary since 
kindergarten. 

No job is too diffi cult for Needham, who 
uses her creativity and imagination to pro-
duce fl ying dragons, colorful storybook 
characters, and oversized pirate ships.

“She has created a backdrop for every 
musical I have done here at Northwood, 
and I’ve been here for nine years,” said 

music teacher Dawn Harmon. “Vicki does 
all of my stage sets no matter what I throw 
at her.”

Needham arrives at work at 6:30 a.m. 
and spends the fi rst two hours cleaning 
classrooms and support areas, such as the 
offi ce, gym, computer lab, and restrooms, 
as well as reviewing any notes left by the 
evening custodian.

She then moves outside to check and 
clean the grounds, which can include jobs 
such as blowing leaves off walkways. 
Once back inside, she dusts, helps teach-
ers as needed, and responds to any clean-
ing emergencies.

Sometimes, the life of a facilities opera-
tions manager is as much about helping 
students as it is cleaning a school, she 
said.

More than once a student has approached 
her in a panic after realizing an orthodon-
tic retainer was accidentally tossed into 
the garbage at lunch.

“I’ve looked through as many as 15 trash 
bags, but I always fi nd them!” she said.

Sixth grader Riley Maroni said, “She 
cares about every student in the school.”

Needham said 
she enjoyed 
cleaning house 
growing up and 
still enjoys it to-
day, “so this is 
the perfect job 
for me. I try to 

keep this school like I would my house.”

A mother of three Puyallup School Dis-
trict alumni, Needham volunteered count-
less hours over the years and received the 
Northwood Elementary PTA’s Outstand-
ing Educator Award in 2003.

She continues to volunteer at Northwood 
Elementary as chair of the Sunshine Com-
mittee, which offers cheer to those who 
need it and recognizes special occasions 
such as birthdays, weddings, baby show-
ers, and retirements.

Needham has worked with eight princi-
pals over her 28 years at Northwood El-
ementary, including former Northwood 
Knight and current Principal Melanie 
Helle. 

Helle said, “Our school is in great shape 
because of Vicki’s hard work and dedi-
cation.”

It’s all quite simple, Needham said. “I like 
to go home at the end of the day and know 
I made someone happy.”

“Vicki is one of the fi nest custodians in the 
district. Her school is her castle, and the 
‘Queen of the Northwood Knights’ treats it 
as such.”

Terry Cavenderplus years as a preschool teacher.

A mother of two Puyallup School District 
graduates, Guzman has also been an ac-
tive school volunteer over the years and 
received a PTA Golden Acorn award.

Outside of her six-hour-a-day job, she 
volunteers as a member of the Stahl Junior 
High Sunshine Committee, which recog-
nizes staff on special occasions, and also 
volunteers to help supervise school con-
certs, chaperone dances, and work conces-
sion stands.

“Her ability to connect with students in 
her program, as well as other students, is 
incredible,” said Principal Troy Hodge.

Guzman also helps coordinate a staff cel-
ebration in spring in which students invite 
an infl uential teacher to lunch and serve 
traditional foods from their cultures. Last 
year, students contributed foods ranging 
from enchiladas and fl autas to sweet and 
spicy chicken and rice.

“As impactful as this is on the students, 
it is even more impactful on the staff,” 
Hodge said. Educators walk away from 
the event with “an increased apprecia-

“She makes learning fun and puts 
passion into her charges. The kids 
she works with delight in her.”

Brian Gibson

Chantelle Guzman, a teaching assistant (paraeducator) who works 
with English Language Learners at Stahl Junior High, helps eighth 
grader Elsy Olivares with a class assignment. Guzman has been 
named the Classifi ed School Employee of the Year from among all 
employees in the district’s seven junior high schools.

Vicki Needham, facilities operations manager at Northwood 
Elementary School, helps students Devin Pock and Ashlyn Suter 
stack chairs after lunch. Needham is this year’s Classifi ed School 
Employee of the Year from among all employees in the district’s 21 
elementary schools.
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Waller Road Elementary celebrates 100 years of learning

Photo from 1913 of students on the steps “B”
SEPIA

The year was 1913. There was no electricity, travel was by foot or by horse and wagon, and the fi rst school in the Waller Road area — a one-room structure named 
Woodrow School — opened to 14 students.

The original schoolhouse, named after President Woodrow Wilson and its location in the woods, will be open to the community during Waller Road Elementary School’s 
100th anniversary celebration. 

Guest speakers and student music performances will kick off the celebration at 4 p.m. on Saturday, May 31 at the school’s covered play shed. A catered spaghetti dinner 
will be served at 4:45 p.m., and guests will be invited to walk through the school and see historical displays and a photo slideshow. Dinner tickets are available through 
May 9 for $5 each and can be purchased by cash or check at the school, located at 6312 Waller Road in Tacoma. 

The community is also invited during the open house to cross 64th Street on the south side of the school to visit the original one-room Woodrow School, located adjacent 
to the Waller Road Grange Hall. Children will be invited to take photos in pioneer clothing and play turn-of-the-century games.

The historic Woodrow School was a simple one-room building with a small closet, an outhouse, and a yard full of trees. Community members Ed and Edna Eichorn 
used the small building for storage on their property across the road from the current elementary school and offered it as a schoolhouse in 1913 while a more permanent 
structure was built. 

The school was moved to the Waller Road Grange and renovated by Grange and community members as part of a 1976 Bicentennial project. It is designated as a State 
Historical Building of Interest. Woodrow School was renamed Waller Road School in 1936 after a three-room brick building was built at the school’s current location. 
That brick building forms the center section of the present-day school.

Woodrow School is fi lled with artifacts, some of them original to when it opened. Hardwood desks and seats line narrow walkways, a small world globe and pair of spec-
tacles rest on a small teacher’s desk near the window, a lantern hangs from the ceiling for light, and an oil-skin blackboard and wood stove greet visitors inside the door-
way. A metal lunch pail marked “Rudy” sits alongside worn and weathered books on the bottom shelf of a bookcase. The pail is a replica of one used by the late Rudy 
Geise, one of the fi rst children to attend the school in 1913. His four children, three grandchildren, and great-grandson, currently a sixth grader, make up four generations 
of  Waller Road Elementary students.

Each spring, the school’s third graders spend one day at Woodrow School experiencing what life was like for Geise and other pioneer children. Girls don skirts and bon-
nets, and boys wear cloth caps as they churn butter, make ice cream, saw logs, push barrel hoops with sticks, practice penmanship with pens dipped into ink wells, and 
learn about school rules in 1913.
 
More photos and history of the school, as well as comments from former Waller Road Elementary students, are on the school district website. For more information 
about the anniversary celebration, contact the school at (253) 841-8745 or visit the Waller Road Elementary’s 100th Year Celebration Facebook page. Special thanks 
to all who contributed to this article and photo display, including those who worked on the publication, “Woodrow School, The Heart of Waller Road,” published by 
Puyallup Public Schools in 1989. The booklet was written by Beverly Ann Marshall with research and editing by Phyllis Dorwin, Diane Fogle, and Janice Morgan.

“There were three rooms in the school 
when I went there. My dad was in the very 
fi rst class at Woodrow School. On the fi rst 
cold day in fall, you knew you would get 
cinnamon rolls and chili for lunch.”

Jim Geise
Waller Road Elementary student 1948-54

“Mostly I remember teachers who were 
strict but let you know that they cared. We 
knew that if we misbehaved, there were 
dire consequences. They had high aca-
demic standards as well, and what they 
taught, we learned. We used to use chalk 
and a blackboard. Wow!”

Tim Van Hulle
Waller Road Elementary student 1961-67 “I believe it is because of the caring and 

close-knit feeling of community that keeps 
Waller Road Elementary a great school to 
be a part of.”

Jill Foster
Waller Road Elementary student 1968-75 

and daughter of Lloyd
Morgan, Waller Road teacher for 30 years

100th Anniversary Celebration
Saturday, May 31

4-7 p.m.
Waller Road Elementary School

and Waller Road Grange 

The fi rst students to attend Woodrow School in 1913.

Representing four generations of Waller Road Elementary 
students are (from left) Larry, Tara, Milo, and Jim Geise. Larry 
and Jim are sons of Rudy Geise, one the fi rst 14 students 
enrolled 100 years ago. Jim’s daughter Tara also attended, 
and her son Milo is a sixth grader this year. Milo holds a 
replica of a lunch pail that belonged to his great-grandfather. 
The pail is on display at the Woodrow School.

Waller Road Elementary student Kennedy Ausbun practices 
penmanship by dipping a pen in ink during a classroom visit to 
the historic one-room Woodrow School.

photo courtesy of Tina Salesky

Make this photo of the girl at the desk writing into 
an oval shape “C”
COLOR

Photo of old one-room Woodrow 
Schoolhouse in color G”

1970s class photo in COLOR “E”

Class of 1957 fi rst grade in 
SEPIA “A”

Class of 63-64 Grade 6 “D”
BLACK AND WHITE

“I think it must have been hard for all those kids to be crowded 
in one little room for school. But they also got to do fun things 
back then like play with hoops at recess.”

June LaCasse
Waller Road Elementary fourth grader 2014

The original one-room Woodrow School.

“The
when
fi rst 
cold
cinn

Wal

The first st dents to attend Woodro School in 1913

Waller Road Elementary student Kennedy Ausbun practices

MakMakMMMakMakMakMakakMakakakakakMakakakMMMaMaMakakkkakMakakakMakkaakakMakMakMakMakMMakaakkakMaM kkMMMakkMakMakMaMake te te te teee te tte tte ttte tte te te tttte te te tee tee te tee tee te te tee te eee teee hishishishishhishishishishishishishishishisshishishhihihishishihihishishishishishishhisishhhishhisisshishissssshhhiss phphphphppphphphphphppphhphhppp otootootootooooootootoootootooo oootott ofofoofoofofoffffffffofoffffoffffffofffffofofffffffffffofffffofffffffffofffffffffffffffffffffffffffoffoooooooooofo ththththththththththththhhthtthththhhtthhththhhhththhhhthththhhthhhhthhhhthhhthhhhhhhththhtthhhhthhthhhhthtttththhhhhhhththhhththththhtthhhttttttthttthttthtttttthhhhhhhthttthtttthhhhhhhtttthhhe gee ge ge ge ggge ggge ge geeeeee geee ge geee geee ggeeee geeeee ge geeeee eeeeeee gge geeeeeeeeeeee eee geeeeeeeee eeee ggeeeeeeeeeeeee ggiiririrlirlrlrlrlrlrlrliiriirirlrrrrlrlllliiirirlrrrllliiiriiririrlrliiiirlrrrlliiirliriirrlrliirrriiirrririiirlrirrlrrlirlrrrirriirlrlrrlllrrllllll atatataatatatatatatttatatttatatatatataatatattatatatatatattatataatatatattattaatatttatatatatatttaatttatttatatttttaaataattaaaataaaaaaaataaatttaatttaatttataatatatatttataataaaataattttaattttt thththththtthththhthhthththtththhhhththththththhhthhthhhthhththththhthhthththhhhththhthhhhhhhhththththhhhhthhhhhhthhhhthththtththtththtthtttttttthhhttthhthtttththththtttttthtthttthhtthhhhttthhe de de dee de de de de dee e dde e dee de de ddddde de dde de dee de de de de deee de de de de de de dde deee de de de dee e dddddee de dde ddddde de de de dde de de ddde de de dddddeee ddddee de ddddde dddddde de dee de ddddddeeeeee dee ddddeeee dee dddde deee dddddddeeeeee dddddddddeeeeeee dddeeeeeee ddeee ddde deee deee ddee ddeeeeeee deeee deee eseskeseseskeskeskseskeskeskskssseskkeskeskskeskeskeskeskeskeskeskeskesesesksssskkskeskskeskkkkeskeskeskeskeskesesesesesksseskkskeskeskeskkeskeskkeskeskeseseeskeskeskeskeskskskskkeskkkkeskskeeeeskeskkeskeskeskskeeeskeskeskskskskeskkeskkkeskeskeskeeeskeeskeskeskesksseskeskskkkkeeeeeskssksskeskkeeeeeskessksseskkeskeskskkskskeeeeeskesksssssssskkeskeskkkeeeessskeskeeseseskkkeskeeeessssskkkeskeeeeessseskkeeeskkeeeskeeeskseskeeesssseessseeskesssskkeesssssskkkeesskk wwwwwwwwrwrwrwrwrrwwwwwwwwwwwwrwwwwrwwwwwwrwrwwwwwwwwrwwwwwwwwwwwwwrwwwwwrwwwwwwrwrwrwrwwwrwrwwwrwrwrwwrwwwrwwwrwrwwwrwrititititiitiitititititiitiiiititiiititiiitiiiiiitiitiitiitiiititiititiiititing ngngng ng ngng ngnggngngnggngngngnnng ng ngngngggggggnggggggggggggggggg intintintinnttintiniintntttintntntntintintintinnininininin o oo ooooooooooo ooo oooooo
anananananaaanaananannnannanannaaaaaaaa oooovovaovaovaovavavavavavaaaoovoovavaoovovvavaoovao aovovvaaaaovaovvaaovavaaaaaovavavvavavaavvaovvavaavvaavaovaal sl sl sl ssl sl sl sl sssl s s sll sl sssssl ssl ssssl hahahahhaphaphaphapaphhhaphaphhhaphaphapaphaphhaapphahhapaphhaphaphaphahhhhhaphhhaphaphhhhhaahhhaphaphaphahhaapapaaapaapapapaappppppppppppppppe “e “““e “e “e “ee ““e “e “e ““ee “ee “eeeeee eee eeeee e e  e e e e e  e e ee e e e e e eeee C”C”C”C””C”CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
CCCOLCOLCOLCOLCOLCOLCOLCOLCOLCOLCOLCOLCOLCOLOLCOCOCCC LOLOLOOLLOLCOCOOLLLLLC OROROOOROOOOOOOROOORORORORORORRORORRROOOOOOOORORORRORORORRROOOORORORRORORORROOROROOORRORROROROOORORROROROROROROORRRRRRROOOOORRRRRRORRRRRRRORRRRRRRRORRROORRRRRRRRORRRRROOOORROOOOOORRRRROORROOOOOORRRR

W ll R

The original one-room Woodrow School.

The orig
RReprese ary



 8 Connections April 2014 A Tradition of Excellence

A new enrichment program designed to 
challenge highly capable students in read-
ing and science will begin in September 
for fi rst and second graders and expand to 
serve kindergartners by late fall.

Parents and guardians of students who 
will enter fi rst or second grade this fall 
are encouraged to apply by April 30 to 
have their children tested this spring for 
the new “Young Scholars” highly capable 
enrichment program.

Applications are available in all district 
elementary schools and on the school dis-
trict website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 
On the Home page, point to the Programs 
tab and click Highly Capable. 

Parents of incoming kindergartners do 
not need to apply yet for the program. 
Kindergartners will be observed and 
identifi ed for the new enrichment program 
after school starts and begin the program 
by late fall.

The Puyallup School District already 
offers challenging instructional programs 
with specially designed curriculum and 
instruction for highly capable students in 
grades three through nine, as well as rigor-
ous Advanced Placement courses at the 
high school.

Recent changes in state law, however, 
require that all school districts provide 
services for identifi ed highly capable stu-
dents in kindergarten through grade 12.

Academic options expand for highly capable students
At the high school level, Puyallup has 
added specialized counseling for highly 
capable students in grades 10-12 at reg-
istration. The counseling is designed to 
educate students and their families about 
classes and career pathways that best meet 
their needs.

In addition, a team of parents, students, 
community members, and educators 
will begin meeting next month to study 
rigorous academic program options for 
students in grades 10 through 12.

K-2 enrichment program

Students identifi ed as highly capable will 
leave their classrooms at each of the dis-
trict’s 21 elementary schools for two hours 
each week to receive more challenging 
reading and science lessons.

The students will remain at their same 
schools and meet in small groups in avail-
able space identifi ed on each campus, said 
Director of Instructional Leadership Mark 
Vetter.

“They will have an opportunity to work 
with intellectual peers in a rigorous envi-
ronment of discovery and exploration,” 
Vetter said.

Educators trained to teach highly capable 
students will develop lessons for students, 
and paraeducators (teaching assistants) 
will be trained to present the curriculum, 
he said.

Woodland Elementary second-grade 
teacher Andrea DeBruler is excited about 
the new offering.

“Highly capable learners thrive on chal-
lenge and opportunities to work with other 
students who demonstrate similar gifts 
and talents,” she said. “And all students 
benefi t from instruction that is tailored to 
meet their individual needs.”

Multiple criteria will be used to determine 

which students will be accepted into the 
Young Scholars program.

Criteria will include a cognitive abilities 
test that challenges students to think and 
reason with words, numbers, and shapes. 
A reading comprehension test, a writing 
assessment, various school assessments, 
and teacher and parent observations will 
also be considered, said Nancy Velazquez, 

continued on page 10

Emerald Ridge High sophomore Sarah 
Berndt carefully eyed a pile of cookie cut-
ters in the center of the table before reach-
ing for a yellow one shaped like a dog.

As she laid the plastic shape on top of a 
circle of homemade dough, she felt a hand 
gently land on top of her own.

Berndt looked up from her wheelchair and 
saw fellow high school student Nicole 
Noll smiling down at her as she helped her 
press the cookie cutter through the dough.

“What’s your name?” Berndt asked.

“Nicole,” Noll said.

Berndt enthusiastically responded, “Hi! 
I’m Sarah.”

With a new friendship 
formed, the two contin-
ued cutting out shapes 
while chatting about the 
dogs that would eventu-
ally eat the homemade 
biscuits.

Noll is among more 
than 30 students who 
participated this year 
with arts and crafts, 
games, cooking, and 
community service 
projects once each week 
with students in the 
Exceeding Challenges 
Through Education and 
Life Skills (EXCEL) 
classroom.

The peer volunteers are 
part of the Jaguar So-
cialization Group, founded fi ve years ago 
by the school’s speech language patholo-
gist, Linda Dooley.

Students in the general education pro-
gram are paired one-on-one with EXCEL 
students for a half-hour every Thursday 
morning. They also meet briefl y with 
Dooley before the class to get briefed on 

Peers help students with special needs build social skills
that day’s activity.

“I always tell the volunteers that the 
overall goal is to socialize and for students 
to have fun,” Dooley said. “The activity is 
secondary.”

Peer volunteers are matched with students 
who have moderate to profound physical 
and developmental disabilities.

Some can’t walk, and at least half are 
non-verbal, Dooley said. Others can’t 
tolerate noise, and many have diffi culty 
making eye contact or communicating 
with strangers.

“In the beginning, some students would 
run screaming to the bathroom to hide 

(from the peer volun-
teers),” Dooley said. 
“Eventually, they 
started staying longer 
and longer. They get 
used to meeting people 
in a safe environment.”

The socialization group 
is scheduled during the 
morning schoolwide 
“JAG” (short for the 
school mascot, Jaguars) 
time. This time is tra-
ditionally used by stu-
dents to do homework, 
get tutoring help, hold 
class meetings, work 
in the media center or 
computer lab, or take 
care of other learning 
needs.

Dooley fi nds that stu-
dents interested in being 

peer volunteers are often the same ones 
enrolled in the school’s Medical Careers 
or Teaching Academy classes.

Volunteer Nicolette Metz, a junior who is 
considering a career in the medical fi eld, 
said she has noticed many of the EXCEL 
students become more social through their 
interaction with peer volunteers.

“They say ‘hi’ when they see me in the 
halls,” she said. “It feels good to know we 
can make an impact on them.” 

Over the years, Dooley has worked 
closely with medical careers teacher Jody 
Wickett to identify peer volunteers.

“With an interest in the medical profes-
sion, it is benefi cial to the students to 
work with others who are facing different 
challenges than they themselves face on 
a daily basis,” Wickett said. “I think that 
they develop valuable communication 
tools that will help them with their future 
patients.”

At least two community service projects 
are included each year as part of the week-
ly activities. Students have made home-
made dog biscuits for the Puyallup Animal 
Shelter and fl eece blankets for the school’s 
annual blanket drive for the homeless.

This year, EXCEL student Jovon Arm-

strong was chosen to deliver the dog 
biscuits to the Puyallup Animal Shelter. 

Once inside the shelter lobby, Armstrong 
was invited to hand-feed the biscuits to 
the dogs in their kennels.

“I love animals,” he said as he carefully 
handed each dog a biscuit through the 
cage. A senior this year, Armstrong had so 
much fun during that visit that he returned 
the past several months as a volunteer.

“The growth in students has been tre-
mendous,” said EXCEL teacher Brenda 
Schrader. 

Dooley also touts the gains students have 
made in the program.

“One of our students will wheel himself 
up to a table full of students in the lunch-
room and nod and smile when he sees a 

continued on page 9

Woodland Elementary second-grade teacher Andrea DeBruler 
works with students in small groups during reading instruction.

Emerald Ridge High peer volunteer Nicole Noll visits with junior 
Tyson Grant as they make dog biscuits in the school’s Jaguar 
Socialization Group.

Sophomore Austin Darr is 
all smiles as he meets with 
peer volunteers.
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Emerald Ridge student shines in high school musical debut

At the end of the school year, Dooley 
presents a slideshow of photos taken 
throughout the year to EXCEL students 
and peer volunteers. She also creates 
individual photo collages for each of 
the EXCEL student’s portfolios as an 
evidence of their learning and designs a 
photo book to keep in the classroom.

Puyallup and Rogers high schools also 
offer opportunities for students in general 
education to pair with those with special 
needs.

At Puyallup High, students enrolled in 
the multicultural studies class join stu-
dents in the school’s support center once 
in fall and again in spring. Similarly, 
those enrolled in the medical careers 
class visit the support center once a 
month each spring to do activities and 
play games.

At Rogers High, peer tutors earn class 
credit by working with students with spe-
cial needs. Some also frequently stop by 
the special education classroom at lunch 
to greet students.

While the goal of the Emerald Ridge 
Jaguar Socialization Group is to help 
students with special needs become more 
social, peer volunteers say they learn as 
much as, if not more than, the students 
they are helping.

“All of these kids have so much they 
could complain about, yet they come to 
school every day with a smile on their 
face and have more strength than a lot of 
people I’ve met,” said Noll, a senior.

Noll added, “This program really helps 
shape me as a person.”

peer volunteer,” Dooley said. “I can’t say 
enough about the volunteers. They are 
amazing kids.”

In the past four years, more than 180 vol-
unteers have given more than 800 hours 
of community service, she said.

Some of the students earn community 
service hours as part of a culminating 
project required for graduation, she said. 
Others count the hours toward earning a 
United Way Varsity Letter in Community 
Service, while others do it just because.

Emerald Ridge High peer 
volunteer Makiya Miller and 
student Simon Perryman make 
dog biscuits for a local animal 
shelter.

Socialization group
continued from page 8

Years before a neuromuscular disorder 
robbed him of his ability to walk, Joshua 
France’s mother knew her son had a 
special gift.

“He has always loved to sing and dance, 
even as a little boy,” said Christine France. 
“He has just never been one to perform 
much in front of other people.”

That all changed this winter when the 
tenth grader took to the stage as a cast 
member and featured soloist in “Shrek: 
The Musical” at Emerald Ridge High 
School.

The 16-year-old 
played the role of 
Humpty Dumpty 
— one of a series of 
fairytale characters 
that come alive in the 
production.

“He is one of the best 
vocalists in the cast 
and a real asset to 

the production,” said Emerald Ridge High 
Drama Director Chris Tavern. “When 
working with a singer, the fi rst things you 
focus on are breath support and posture. 
Knowing that Josh’s disease has made 
sitting up straight and supporting very 
diffi cult, it is even more amazing that he 
sings with so much presence.”

The teen said his love for singing is 
simple: “I just can,” he said, “and it’s awe-
some. I sing at home all the time.”

A specially designed Humpty Dumpty 
costume and prop, which included a 
plywood box that surrounded the lower 
half of his wheelchair, made it appear as if 
Joshua was sitting on top of a wall. 

In the weeks leading up to the show, 
Tavern said he was impressed with how 
Joshua adapted the show’s choreography 
to work for him in the wheelchair.

“Even though he can’t move his arms and 
legs, Josh is using great facial expression 
and head movements to mesh with what 
the other actors are doing during the danc-
ing moments,” Tavern said. “He is very 
engaging and entertaining to watch.”

Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy

Joshua was four years old when he was 
diagnosed with Duchenne Muscular Dys-
trophy (DMD) — a progressive neuro-
muscular disorder that eventually affects 
all of a person’s voluntary muscles.

The disease is caused by a mutation in the 
largest gene located on the human X chro-
mosome and affects about one in 3,600 
boys. Muscle wasting begins in the legs 
and pelvis and then progresses to the neck 
and shoulder muscles, followed by a loss 
of arm and respiratory muscles. 

There is no known cure, and treatment is 
generally aimed at controlling the onset 
of symptoms to maximize the quality of 
life. Joshua’s upper body, for example, is 
supported by a belt around his waist and 
pads on each side of his wheelchair next 
to his ribs.

Joshua’s mother said she and her husband 
learned about the disease after taking their 
son to an orthopedic surgeon to determine 
why he was walking on his toes. The 
answer came when his blood test results 
returned two weeks later.

While there is no known history of the 
disease in her family, Christine said she 
carries the mutation. Research shows 
females are typically carriers for the 
disease, while males will be affected. 
Joshua’s younger brother has the same 
disease, she said.

Joshua wore special boots at night as a 
child to keep his heel cords stretched and 
then had surgery at age 8 to provide more 
permanent relief. He moved into his mo-
torized wheelchair full-time at age 9.

“We had taken a family camping trip and 
watched as he fell multiple times in a half 
hour,” Christine said. “We knew it was 
time.”

After putting fresh batteries in a motorized 
wheelchair, they watched as Joshua took 
his fi rst ride.

“He just took off,” Christine recalled. “It 
was as if he had always been in a chair. 
He said, ‘Mom, I can feel the wind in my 
hair.’ I had never realized he couldn’t feel 
that sensation until that moment. He had 
never been able to fully run.”

Research shows that most people affected 
with DMD lose their ability to walk by age 
12 and can lose full mobility by age 21.

Life expectancy is 25; however, people af-
fl icted with the disease have been known 
to survive into their 40s or 50s — research 
Joshua said keeps him optimistic about his 
future. The Emerald Ridge Jaguar is also 
hopeful there will soon be a cure.

Being in a wheelchair has its benefi ts, he 
said. Known by students and staff for his 
quick wit, he said he enjoys reminding 
friends that he can wear comfy slippers 
to school and can travel between classes 
much faster than they can walk. His chair 
travels up to 7 miles per hour.

Excelling in school

Joshua enrolled at Emerald Ridge High 
this year after spending grades seven and 
eight at Glacier View Junior High. He par-
ticipated in an online academy program 

continued on page 12

Students claim victory at state 
meets in athletics and academics 

The Puyallup School District is home to 
four state wrestling champions, including 
two students who clinched state titles for 
the second consecutive year.

Students also excelled in the classroom 
during the winter athletic season, clinch-
ing two academic state championships for 
having the highest combined grade point 
average (GPA) from among all Class 4A 
schools in their respective sport or activ-
ity.

Puyallup High senior Matt Voss and 
sophomore Jordyn Bartelson each won 
their respective weight divisions at the 
Matt Classic XXVI state tournament in 

February at the Tacoma Dome.

Voss’s win in the 220-pound division 
capped an undefeated season and marked 
his second straight year at clinching a 
state title.

Bartelson also had back-to-back wins 
with her fi rst-place fi nish this year in the 
118-pound weight class.

Both Puyallup High School senior Trent 
Nivala and Rogers High senior Brandon 
Brenenstahl also clinched state wrestling 
titles. Nivala took fi rst place in the 

Puyallup High sophomore Jordyn Bartelson competes at the state 
wrestling tournament, where she won her second consecutive state 
championship. 

continued on page 11

photo courtesy of  Bailey Plumb

Emerald Ridge High sophomore Joshua France sings a solo in his 
role as Humpty Dumpty in “Shrek: The Musical,” which entertained 
sold-out audiences this winter.

Joshua France
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Where are they now?
This is the next article in a series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each issue of Connections 
features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, or Walker high schools. Stories and photos chronicle students’ travels and 
successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

Puyallup graduate is veteran violist with Oregon Symphony
For nearly two decades, Charles Noble 
has entertained thousands of concert-goers 
as the assistant principal violist with the 
Oregon Symphony.

The Puyallup High graduate plays along-
side 75 other professional musicians in 
more than 80 concerts a year, most of 
them at the Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall 
in Portland.

Noble also participates in the Oregon 
Symphony’s education and outreach 
programs, plays in regional string quartets 
and ensembles, teaches private lessons, 
and has been a guest presenter at an acad-
emy that serves adults with developmental 
disabilities interested in the arts.

Education 

The musical beginnings for this accom-
plished violist date back several decades 
to Maplewood Elementary School in 
Puyallup.

Noble picked up a violin as part of the 
fi fth-grade orchestra program, took private 
lessons to hone his skills, and continued 
to play the instrument in the Aylen Junior 
High and Puyallup High school orches-
tras.

He competed in and won numerous solo 
and ensemble contests during those years 
and also played violin for four years in the 
Tacoma Youth Symphony.

The former Viking graduated in 1986 and 
enrolled in the University of Puget Sound 

(UPS), still interested in music but unsure 
of an exact career focus.

It wasn’t until his second year at UPS that 
he fell in love with the viola. The univer-
sity orchestra was short a viola, he said, 
and his professor asked him to fi ll in.

“That was a turning point for me,” he said. 
“I realized I could pursue this profession-
ally.”

The viola is slightly larger than a violin 
in size and has a deeper sound. Since the 
18th century, it has been the middle voice 
of the violin family between the violin and 
the cello.

“I really liked the register and the sound 
of the viola, as well as being an inner 
voice in the music,” he said.

Noble graduated from UPS with a bach-
elor’s degree in music and viola perfor-
mance and went on to earn a Master of 
Music from the University of Maryland, 
College Park.

He culminated his post-secondary educa-
tion with a Graduate Performance Diplo-
ma from the prestigious Peabody Institute 
of the Johns Hopkins University.

Noble landed a position with the Oregon 
Symphony a week before his graduation 
from the Peabody Institute.

“I defi nitely lucked out,” Noble said. 
“It’s really diffi cult to land a job with a 
symphony or anything else that requires 

a special skill set. It’s a demanding and 
competitive fi eld.”

Noble encourages elementary, junior 
high, and high school students interested 
in pursuing a music career to be skilled 
in a variety of subjects. It’s especially 
important, he said, to be able to write and 
communicate effectively and have strong 
technology skills.

Noble credits his professional success 
to several supportive Puyallup teachers, 

including retired elementary orchestra di-
rector Bob McNamara, the late junior high 
and high school orchestra director Bill 
Watson, former Aylen Junior High science 
teacher Tim McKamey, and Puyallup 
High orchestra director Todd Giltner, who 
continues in that role today.

While he only worked with Giltner during 
his senior year, Noble remembers the im-
pact the new director had on the orchestra.

Puyallup High alumnus Charles Noble has performed since 1995 as 
the assistant principal violist with the Oregon Symphony. 

photo courtesy of Leah Nash/Oregon Symphony 
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coordinator of the district’s highly ca-
pable programs.

A screening committee of psychologists, 
teachers who work in the district’s highly 
capable student programs, and admin-
istrators will review the data and select 
participants, Vetter said.

Student names will not be visible to 
screeners during the selection process to 
maintain anonymity, he said.

In addition to the Young Scholars enrich-
ment program, schools will continue to 
have the option of accelerating highly 
capable students into upper grade-level 
classrooms as appropriate for reading 
and math, as well as clustering them all 
day in a mixed-ability classroom. 

When students are clustered all day in 
a mixed-ability classroom, the teacher 
is trained to present lessons to a diverse 
student population, including highly 
capable learners, Vetter said. This prac-
tice has already been occurring in some 
second-grade classrooms in the district.

As the new K-2 enrichment program gets 
under way, the district will continue to 
offer the Quality Experiences to Stimu-
late Thinking (QUEST) program at eight 
regional school sites for highly capable 
students in grades three through six.

Junior high and high school

Efforts will be intensifi ed throughout the 

school district to counsel and encourage 
students who are above standard academi-
cally to enroll in challenging junior high 
and high school courses, Vetter said.

Ninth graders who meet required course 
prerequisites will also be allowed to enroll 
in advanced math or world language 
classes when feasible at the high school in 
their geographic region. The district will 
provide transportation for those students 
to their area high school.

The district will continue to offer the Puy-
allup Accelerated and Gifted Education 
(PAGE) program at Kalles Junior High for 
highly capable students identifi ed district-
wide in grades seven through nine.

Additionally, all high school students who 
meet course requirements will continue 
to be encouraged to take rigorous classes 

such as Advanced Placement and those 
that offer dual high school and college 
credit, Vetter said.

Exploring high school rigor

A team of parents, community members, 
students, and educators has been formed 
to explore “highly rigorous academic 
program options” for grades 10-12 as 
an alternative to the traditional compre-
hensive high school experience, said 
Brian Lowney, chief academic offi cer of 
Regional Learning Community #3.

The High School Academic Program 
Options Lead Team is expected to begin 
meeting in May and plans to submit a re-
port with recommendations to the school 
board in early October for possible new 
program implementation in fall 2015.

The district spent time earlier this year 
exploring the idea of opening an in-
ternational school for grades 10-12 on 
the Edgemont Junior High campus. 
This work will continue with the recent 
formation of the lead team to examine 
all rigorous academic program options, 
Lowney said.

A separate study group made up of 
junior high and high school educators is 
also exploring the possibility of initiat-
ing an International Baccalaureate (IB) 
program in this district. The educators 
have already toured several Washington 
schools that offer the international educa-
tion program and attended an IB training 
workshop. 

“The goal in all of our efforts is to give 
each child in kindergarten through grade 
12 every opportunity to grow and learn at 
the highest level,” Vetter said.

Programs expand for 
highly capable
continued from page 8

Woodland Elementary second 
grader Anayas Davis completes 
a writing assignment.

School board agrees 
to renovate Rogers 
High track and fi eld
The school board has agreed to renovate 
the Rogers High track and fi eld by add-
ing artifi cial turf and other improvements 
to provide quality practice and game 
surfaces while freeing up space at Sparks 
Stadium for Puyallup High athletic use.

Directors also agreed in March to further 
explore how to best use the Puyallup 
High campus for athletic fi elds, parking, 
and future expansion.

The Rogers High track and fi eld project 
is expected to go out to bid this month, 
begin construction after school lets out 
in June, and be completed in time for the 
start of football practice in mid-August.

“I’m very excited about this project,” 
said board member Dane Looker. Looker 
coached football for two years at Puyal-
lup High and said he remembers sitting 
at Sparks Stadium and waiting for other 
district school athletic teams to fi nish 
practice before Puyallup High students 
could take the fi eld.

“There is limited time for Puyallup High 
School to practice at Sparks,” he said. 
“This is going to help alleviate that.”

While the district explores other options 
for fi eld space at Puyallup High, Looker 
said the new Rogers High fi eld will give 
those students and the community a 
“state-of-the-art complex to play on.”

“I think it’s going to be beautiful, I think 
it’s going to enhance the Rogers campus, 

continued on page 11
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Puyallup graduate performs 
with Oregon Symphony
continued from page 10

“He really grew the program a lot in that one year,” 
Noble said. “He made it cool to be in the orchestra and 
did a lot of different kinds of music that was appealing to 
us as students apart from classical music.”

As a new director at the high school, Giltner said Noble 
was a valuable member of the orchestra and dedicated to 
his music.

“Charles was always a great student,” he said. “I enjoyed 
his serious attitude about playing and his willingness to 
work hard to get the results he wanted.”

Music career

Noble continues to push hard to perfect his craft. He 
works about 40 hours a week, including concerts, re-
hearsals, teaching, and outside gigs.

“I’m trying to learn every day,” he said. “If I am open to 
that, I learn from my students, and colleagues, and con-
ductors. I try to absorb things from other performances. 
Out of that, I am more effi cient at what I do.”

While his taste of music is eclectic, he has a clear favorite 
when it comes to playing the viola.

“The music of (Johannes) Brahms is dearest to my heart,” 
he said. “It is luscious and romantic and is good stuff for 
us to play.”

Noble has been a featured soloist on the viola several 
times throughout his music career and has won numerous 
awards and honors. 

While the Oregon Symphony mostly performs in and 
around Portland, Noble has traveled with the orchestra to 
play at revered concert venues such as Carnegie Hall in 
New York City and Benaroya Hall in Seattle.
 
The Oregon Symphony season begins in early September 
and continues through mid-May under the direction of 

Carlos Kalmar. Now in its 117th season, it is the oldest 
orchestra west of the Mississippi.

During the season, Noble frequently plays viola with 
several string quartets or other ensemble groups includ-
ing the Arnica Quartet, Third Angle New Music, and 45th 
Parallel.

Each August, Noble is the principal (fi rst chair) violist 
for the Sunriver Music Festival, in which he has partici-
pated since 2002. He has also played section viola for the 
Oregon Bach Festival every summer since 1995. 

The Portland resident returns to Washington several times 
each year to visit his parents, who still live in Puyallup.

Noble is an avid cyclist who also enjoys reading, making 
bread, entertaining his cats, and posting entries on his 
blog titled, “NobleViola, Life on the working end of the 
viola.”

“I thought it would be cool to write about what I do from 
an insider’s perspective,” he said. “It’s a window into my 
life as an artist.”

He added, “I’ve been very fortunate to continually love 
what I do.”

Charles Noble, assistant principal violist 
with the Oregon Symphony.

285-pound weight class, while Brenenstahl snatched 
the top medal spot in the 152-pound weight class.

The combined efforts of student athletes on both teams 
resulted in a second place state fi nish overall for the 
Puyallup High girls team, a seventh place fi nish for the 
Rogers High boys team, and a ninth place fi nish for the 
Puyallup High boys team. 

Puyallup High girls wrestling coach Brian Franich 
was named the Washington Interscholastic Activities 
Association (WIAA) Girls Wrestling Coach of the 
Year. Rogers High boys wrestling coach David John-
ston was selected South Puget Sound League (SPSL) 
South Division Boys Wrestling Coach of the Year. 

The school board recognized them, along with Puyal-
lup High gymnastics coach and SPSL Gymnastics 
Coach of the Year Dorinda Carpenter, at last month’s 
school board meeting.

In addition to the girls and boys wrestling team accom-
plishments, the board received news that the Puyallup 
High Vikings Special Olympics basketball team also 
claimed a state championship this year.

The purple team brought home a gold medal, with 
the white team winning bronze in the Unifi ed Divi-
sion at the 2014 Special Olympics Winter Games in 
Wenatchee. 

In academics, the Rogers High School girls wrestling 
team and the school’s band won the State Academic 
Champion award, which is the highest academic award 
given in the state. This is the second straight year the 
Rogers High band won the title. 

Read more about the winter sports season and view a 
school-by-school listing of team and individual winter 
sports season accomplishments on the district website 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

Winter sports wrap-up
continued from page 9

and I think it’s going to be utilized in many different 
ways,” he said. “This is a win-win all across the district.”

Superintendent Tim Yeomans said the district will meet 
with Puyallup city offi cials to discuss future expansion 
plans, including additional fi elds and parking, at and 
near Puyallup High School. The district already has 
purchased property adjacent to Sparks Stadium to cre-
ate an 80-yard grass practice fi eld.

“We will go back to the city and talk about the very 
best place and confi guration for an all-weather surface 
(fi eld) in the proximity of Puyallup High School,” he 
said. “The efforts to work on the long-standing fi eld 
issues at Puyallup High School have been in the works 
for the past 20 months.” 

The Rogers High track and fi eld improvements will be 
funded through state-matching funds and interest in-
come collected through the voter-approved 2004 school 
bond measure. None of the money approved by voters 
in the February 11, 2014 school levy election will be 
used for this project, said Rudy Fyles, the school dis-
trict’s chief operations offi cer.

The project, estimated to cost nearly $3 million, will 
include replacing the existing grass football and soc-
cer fi eld with an all-weather synthetic artifi cial turf, 
similar to the Emerald Ridge High School fi eld that 
opened in fall 2011.

Track and fi eld renovation
continued from page 10

Bond planning committee formed 
With an eye on a possible school bond election 
in 2016, the Puyallup School Board has asked a 
committee of community members, high school 
students, parents, and educators to identify a list 
of the district’s most pressing facility and tech-
nology needs over the next 12 years.

The 2014-15 Citizens Bond Planning Commit-
tee is made up of 27 members representing the 
North Hill, South Hill, and Valley regions of 
the sprawling 55-square-mile Puyallup School 
District. 

The committee, which met for the fi rst time last 
month, represents a diverse blend of occupations 
and expertise including teachers, engineers, law 
enforcement, business owners, retired district 
administrators, and long-time residents.

Emerald Ridge High sophomore Tyler Brown-
fi eld, Puyallup High sophomore Jesse Jordan, 
and Rogers High sophomore Nathan Conley 
will be key voices on the committee, said Rudy 
Fyles, the school district’s chief operations offi cer.

Their representation is critical, he said, because they 
experience fi rsthand how existing schools and technology 
are meeting students’ learning needs.

Puyallup has the ninth largest enrollment of all school dis-
tricts in Washington with 21,500-plus students served by 32 
schools. It is the second largest district in Pierce County.

Educators are bracing for another 2,000 students to enroll 
in the next six years and for continued growth during the 
next decade, Fyles said.

The district recently ordered 14 more portable class-
rooms to join 206 already in use. The detached units 
on school campuses will provide additional space for 
the expansion of full-day kindergarten this fall to all 21 
elementary schools. 

While necessary to house students, Fyles said regret-
tably the Puyallup School District will have among 
the highest number of portable classrooms of all 295 

districts statewide.

Portable classrooms are not a long-term fi x to crowded 
conditions, he said, because they provide only half the 
space needed to appropriately serve students. Gymnasi-
ums, libraries, restrooms, cafeterias, computer labs, and 
other common areas where all students spend part of their 
school day continue to feel the space crunch.

The committee’s fi rst priority will be to review and up-
date a 12-year facility and technology plan submitted to 
the school board in January 2012 in advance of the failed 
February 2013 school bond election.

Members will consider new construction, program 
improvements, remodel/replacement, life cycle improve-
ments, and properties and facility use.

The committee will submit its fi rst report by the end 
of November for review by the school board at its fi rst 
meeting in January. Read more about this committee, and 
view a list of committee members and meeting minutes, 
on the Puyallup School District website.

photo courtesy of Leah Nash/Oregon Symphony

A newly formed 27-member 2014-15 Citizens Bond 
Planning Committee includes three high school 
sophomores (from left): Jesse Jordan from Puyallup 
High, Nathan Conley from Rogers High, and Tyler 
Brownfi eld from Emerald Ridge High.

A full-size image of the Rogers High 
School conceptual fi eld site plan shown 
above is on the district website.
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Student debuts in 
high school musical

Community invited 
to comment on
2014-15 draft budget

2014-15 school year 
calendar approved

Editor’s note: This is the fi rst in a series of “Everyday Heroes” articles that will ap-
pear in each issue of Connections. The articles feature students who go above and 
beyond to make their school or community a better place. Employees throughout the 
school district nominate students for the recognition. The name of each student nomi-
nated is featured on the new “Everyday Heroes” Web page on the district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

Allyson Horjus 
Grade 6
Maplewood
Elementary

For the past several 
years, Allyson Horjus 
has been a friend 
and guide to Viktoria 
Roundtree, a visu-

ally impaired classmate at Maplewood 
Elementary School.

Allyson sits next to Viktoria in class 

to make sure she can see the words and 
images that are enlarged on a computer 
screen at her desk.

In the halls, Allyson walks closest to the 
walls so that Viktoria doesn’t bump into 
sharp corners, said teacher Sue Arm-
strong. She also stays with Victoria on the 
playground and encourages her friend to 
try new things.

“I have heard Allyson tell her friend, ‘You 
got this,’” Armstrong said.

Earlier this month, Allyson brought in a 

bag of chapter books she had read to share 
with other students, including some of 
Viktoria’s favorites.

“Viktoria is really smart and always gets 
100 percent on her Accelerated Reader 
tests,” Allyson said.

Allyson’s caring personality made her a 
natural choice, the principal said, to be 
one of the school’s “confl ict managers.” 
Sixth graders are trained by the school 
counselor and invited to help resolve 
any confl icts at the primary (grades one 
through three) recess time.

“She has an 
amazing, calm 
presence about 
her that puts 
other kids at 
ease,” said 
Principal Susan 
Walton. “She is 
just a fi ne young 
lady who has so 
much empathy 
for others.”

It is also not 
unusual, Walton 
said, for Allyson 
and her family 
to bring in gifts 
or clothing when 
they hear of a 
student in need 
and then leave them in the offi ce to be 
shared anonymously.

Earlier this year, Allyson used some of 
her own money to buy a shirt and hooded 
sweat jacket for a fellow Maplewood 

Elementary student.

She has been recognized for good citi-
zenship along with other students twice 
this year, but “she really doesn’t want 
the spotlight on her,” Walton said. “Her 
humility is what makes her so special.”

Allyson’s concern for others extends 
beyond Maplewood to countries served 
by the non-profi t World Vision organi-
zation. 

The sixth grader sends the organiza-
tion some of her allowance, as well 
as money she collects from selling 

lemonade in her 
neighborhood.

Someday, the 
12-year-old said 
she might like to 
work for World 
Vision or at least 
help children in 
an impoverished 
country.

“I see people 
suffering in other 
countries and feel 
so bad for them,” 
Allyson said. “I 
want to help.”

Her classmates 
use words such 

as “kind,” “caring,” and “a really good 
friend” to describe Allyson.

“She reaches out to people before she 
reaches out to herself,” said sixth grader 
Bradley Jamison.

The Puyallup School Board has 
approved the 2014-15 school year 
calendar.

The calendar, which includes key dates 
such as the fi rst day of school, winter 
and spring breaks, and the last day of 
school, is posted on the district website.

All students will continue to have a one-
hour late start every Monday that school 
is in session. 

The public is invited to comment on the 
2014-15 school district draft budget at 
three community forums scheduled the 
last week of April.

Draft budget feedback forums will be held 
from 4-5:30 p.m. on April 28 and from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on April 30 at the Educa-
tion Service Center, 302 Second St. S.E. 
in Puyallup. An additional public forum is 
set from 6-7:30 p.m. on April 30 at Ballou 
Junior High, 9916 136th St. E., Puyallup.

The public will have another opportuni-
ty to comment on the district’s proposed 
2014-15 spending plan during two pub-
lic hearings in August that will address 
the district’s recommended budget.

Public hearings on the recommended 
budget are set for 6 p.m. August 4 and 18 
before the start of the regularly scheduled 
Puyallup School Board meetings. The 
meetings will be held at Ballou Junior 
High, 9916 136th St. E. in Puyallup.

The school board is required by law 
to adopt a budget by August 31 for the 
2014-15 school year.

in ninth grade, but continued to attend 
Glacier View Junior High for choir and art 
class.

Emerald Ridge High Choir Director Kurt 
McKee fi rst heard Joshua sing last year 
during a Glacier View Junior High choral 
concert. 

“I thought, wow, he has a great voice,” 
McKee said.

McKee asked Joshua to sing another short 
solo during an African call-and-response 
song in last fall’s high school choir concert. 

“He just hit it out of the park,” McKee 
said. If you don’t have complete control of 
your core muscles, it’s diffi cult to produce 
a quality sound tone. He has a great tone, 
with a little vibrato.”

Christine purchased blocks of tickets for 
all but one performance so that family 
and friends could cheer him on during his 
stage debut.

“Every time I saw him on stage my 
heart would swell with the pride that I 
felt as his mom,” she said. “As parents, 
you want your children to fi nd some-
thing that they love to do, and then do it 
well. And when that actually happens, 
there is a sense of peace — a peace that 
comes with knowing they have found 
some happiness in their life that they 
can be proud of.”

While initially reluctant to audition, 
Joshua said he listened to both McKee’s 
and his mother’s advice and has never 
looked back.

“It’s been a lot of fun,” he said, adding 
he made new friendships with other cast 
members, who he refers to as his “Shrek 
family.”

Rehearsals that lasted up to fi ve hours a 
day in the week leading up to the show 
kept the teen busy along with his full 
schedule of classes and homework. An 
avid reading and history buff, the sopho-
more is enrolled in choir, geometry, Eng-
lish, Spanish, and pre-Advanced Place-
ment (AP) biology and American studies.

The tenor said he hopes his musical stage 
debut is the beginning of a career in music 
and drama that includes auditioning for 
other plays and musicals during his three 
years at Emerald Ridge High.

He plans to try out this month for a part in 
the school’s spring play.

After graduation, Joshua plans to serve 
as a church missionary for two years and 
then major in musical arts and drama in 
college.

“Eventually, I would love a career on 
Broadway,” he said.
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Emerald Ridge High student Joshua France takes a bow while 
surrounded by cast members near the end of  the performance of  
“Shrek: The Musical.” 

“Eventually, I would love a 
career on Broadway.”

Joshua France

The choir director also felt an instant con-
nection to Joshua after learning about his 
disease.

“My wife’s older brother had the same 
disease and passed away when he was 20 
years old,” he said. “I know the sacrifi ces 
Joshua and his family have had to make, 
and I am super excited to work with him.”

There was no question, McKee said, that 
Joshua needed to try out for “Shrek: The 
Musical.”

His mother also pushed Joshua to audi-
tion. “I’ve always told him, ‘Joshua, you 
have a gift that you need to share with 
others,’” Christine said. “Now, he is hav-
ing the time of his life.”

Sixth grader Allyson Horjus (right) 
helps classmate Viktoria Roundtree 
with a reading assignment.


